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Directory of California CHW/P/R Foundational Training Programs 
Foundational training provides the core knowledge and skills that prepare community health workers, promotores, and community health representatives (CHW/P/Rs) to serve 
as trusted liaisons between communities and health and social service systems. Foundational training includes key CHW/P/R competencies such as community engagement, 
health education, care coordination, advocacy, and professional ethics. 

This directory includes CHW/P/R foundational training programs offered by educational institutions across California, as well as regional, statewide, and national organization-
based programs. It is intended to support California-based CHW/P/R employers and managed care plans in identifying training opportunities that align with program, community, 
and workforce needs. Programs included in this directory have been offered within the past year; programs that provide training only to employees of the training organization 
are not included. Additional information — including program costs, areas of focus, and upcoming courses — can be found on the linked program websites. 

The information in this directory was verified by each organization and is not intended to be an exhaustive list of all available training opportunities. To suggest a program for 
inclusion, please complete this content submission form. 

California Organization-Based Training Programs  

Program Name (Organization Name) Location Program Duration Delivery Mode* Languages Offered 

Community Health Worker Certification (CA Bridge) Statewide • Completion of Substance Use Navigation 
Training 101 series (10 hours) 

Remote English 

CVHPI CHW Training (Central Valley Health Policy 
Institute at Fresno State) 

Fresno • 40–60 hours Hybrid, in-person, 
remote 

English, Spanish 

Community Health Worker Training (Community Well 
California) 

Santa Maria • 30–40 hours of self-paced learning Remote English 

CHW Certificate Program (Correctional Health 
Treatment Centers) 

Los Angeles • 80+ hours of self-paced online multimedia 
curriculum 

• 8 weeks of facilitated group discussions 

• 10+ hours of field experience 

Hybrid English 

CHW Basic Foundations Training (El Sol Neighborhood 
Educational Center) 

San Bernardino • Average of 40 hours, with flexibility depending 
on training 

Hybrid, in-person English, Spanish 

Community Health Promotores Training Program 
(certificate) (Esperanza Community Housing) 

South Central Los 
Angeles 

• 6 months 

• Includes 250 hours of training and 250 hours 
of on-the-job experience 

Hybrid English, Spanish 

Foundational CHW Training (Foundations for Health 
Equity) (contacts: cofounders Tim Berthold 
[tmarshallberthold@gmail.com] and Pau-Crego 
[pau@paucrego.com]) 

San Francisco • 80–110 hours 

• Includes a field experience/internship 
placement of 15–20 hours 

Hybrid, remote English 

 

* Delivery mode options include in-person, remote, or hybrid (both in-person and remote). 

https://form.jotform.com/mlisch/chwpr-rc-content
https://bridgetotreatment.org/resource/community-health-worker-certification/
https://chhs.fresnostate.edu/cvhpi/whatwedo/training.html
https://communitywellca.com/
https://correctionalhealthmanagement.com/treatment-centers
https://elsolnec.org/our-services/
https://www.esperanzacommunityhousing.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/foundations-for-health-equity/
mailto:tmarshallberthold@gmail.com
mailto:pau@paucrego.com
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Program Name (Organization Name) Location Program Duration Delivery Mode* Languages Offered 

IEHP CHW Certificate Training Program (Inland Empire 
Health Plan) (contact: CHWtrainingprogram@iehp.org) 

Rancho 
Cucamonga 

• 80 hours over 2–2.5 weeks In-person English 

Collective Care In Action Training Academy - CHW 
Pathway (Innovative Wellness Consulting in 
collaboration with Therapeutic Play Foundation) 

South Los Angeles, 
National 

• 105–120+ hours 

• Includes 6 hours foundational training, 8–10 
hours skills-based training, 20–25 hours self-
paced learning, and a minimum of 80 hours of 
supervised applied field training facilitated 
through the Therapeutic Play Foundation 

Hybrid English 

Promotor Learning Institute CHW/P Training Program 
(Latino Health Access) 

Orange County • 80 hours 

• Includes 40 hours of foundational training and 
40 hours of practicum 

Hybrid English, Spanish 

Community Health Worker Training (Monterey County 
Workforce Development Board) 

Monterey, Santa 
Cruz, San Benito 
Counties 

• 20 weeks/5.5 months 

• Includes 111 hours of instruction and 20 hours 
of shadowing 

Hybrid English 

CHW Core Competency Training (Northern California 
Center for Well-Being) 

Sonoma County • 80 hours 

• Includes 60 hours of instruction and 20 hours 
of field work 

Remote English, some 
modules in Spanish 

Community Health Worker Certification (Pacific Clinics) Statewide • 80 hours Remote English 

Partners’ Online CHW Training: Enhancing the Skills and 
Competencies of Community Health Workers (Partners 
in Care Foundation) 

Statewide • 60 hours over 7 weeks 

• Includes asynchronous online coursework, 
applied assignments, and six live virtual 
discussion groups 

Remote English, Spanish 

CHW Training (Sowing Seeds Community Health 
Center) 

Irvine • 80 hours 

• Includes 20-hour field work requirement 

Remote English 

Promotoras Transforming Families and Communities 
(Visión y Compromiso) 

Los Angeles and 
on-site 

• 48 hours 

• Training schedule determined collaboratively 

Hybrid, in-person, 
remote 

English, Spanish 

Sources: Guide for Community Health Worker (CHW) Certification (PDF), CA Bridge, April 2025; “Training & Facilitation,” California State University, Fresno; Community Well 
California (home page); “Correctional Health Treatment Centers,” Correctional Health Management; “Our Services,” El Sol Neighborhood Educational Center; Esperanza 
Community Housing Corporation (home page); “Foundations for Health Equity,” LinkedIn; “Community Health Worker Benefit,” Inland Empire Health Plan; Innovative 
Wellness Consulting (home page); Therapeutic Play Foundation (home page); “Promotor Learning Institute,” Latino Health Access; “Community Health Worker,” Monterey 
County Workforce Development Board; “CHW Training,” Northern California Center for Well-Being; “Become Certified: Certifications and Specialty Trainings,” Pacific Clinics; 
“Partners’ Online CHW Training,” Partners in Care Foundation; “Training Program: Community Health Worker (CHW),” Sowing Seeds Community Health Center; and 
“Training,” Visión y Compromiso. 

https://www.providerservices.iehp.org/en/programs-and-services/community-health-worker-benefit#ssaor
mailto:CHWtrainingprogram@iehp.org
https://www.innovativewellnessconsulting.com/
https://www.therapeuticplayfoundation.org/
https://latinohealthaccess.org/programs/pli/
https://montereycountyworks.com/job-seekers/adult-programs/healthcare/community-health-worker/
https://www.norcalwellbeing.org/community-health-workers/chw-training/
https://www.pacificclinics.org/training/certifications-specialty-trainings/
https://www.picf.org/workforce-development-training-center/online-chw-training/
https://www.picf.org/workforce-development-training-center/online-chw-training/
https://sowingseedschc.org/chw-training/
https://visionycompromiso.org/what-we-do/training/
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California High School, College, and University Training Programs 

Program Name (Organization Name) Location Program Duration Delivery Mode Languages Offered 

Community Health Worker I Job Skills Certificate 
(Bakersfield College) 

Bakersfield • 1 semester with 10–12 total units 

• Includes 9 units of core courses and 1–3 units 
of field work experience 

Hybrid, in-person, 
remote 

English 

Community Health Worker II Certificate of 
Achievement (Bakersfield College) 

Bakersfield • 2 semesters with 16–18 total units 

• Includes 15 units of core courses and 1–3 units 
of field work experience 

Hybrid, in-person, 
or remote 

English 

Community Health Worker Certificate (Berkeley City 
College) 

Berkeley • 2 semesters with 4 noncredit courses Hybrid, remote English 

Certified Community Health Worker Certificate 
(Calbright College) 

Statewide • 12–16 months 

• Includes 4 courses and a 2-part internship with 
workforce partner 

Hybrid English 

Community Health Worker Certificate of Achievement 
(Cabrillo College) 

Aptos, Watsonville • 2 semesters with 16 total units 

• Includes 11 units of core classes, 3 units of 
elective classes, and 2 units of internship or 
work experience 

Hybrid English, with ESL 
instruction available 

Community Health Worker Program (City College of 
San Francisco) 

San Francisco • 2–3 semesters 

• Includes 14 units of core courses, 3 units of 
elective courses, 120-hour internship 

Hybrid English 

Community Health Worker Academy (Charles R. Drew 
University of Medicine and Science) 

Los Angeles County • Includes online modules and internship at 
partner health care site 

• 108 hours core curriculum and at least 20 
hours of field work 

Hybrid English, Spanish 

Community Health Worker Certificate (Chaffey 
College) 

Chino, Fontana, 
Rancho Cucamonga 

• 2 semesters with 15 total credits 

• Includes 12 credits of core courses and 3 
credits of an internship 

Hybrid English 

Community Health Worker Certificate of Achievement 
(Cerritos College) 

Norwalk • 2 semesters with 20 total units 

• Includes 19 units of core and elective courses 
and 1 unit of work experience 

Hybrid English 

https://bakersfield.elumenapp.com/catalog/2025-2026-Catalog/program/community-health-worker-i-job-skills-certificate-summer-2023#mainContent
https://bakersfield.elumenapp.com/catalog/2025-2026-Catalog/program/community-health-worker-ii-certificate-of-achievement-fall-2024
https://bakersfield.elumenapp.com/catalog/2025-2026-Catalog/program/community-health-worker-ii-certificate-of-achievement-fall-2024
https://www.berkeleycitycollege.edu/social-work-human-services
https://www.calbright.edu/community-health-worker-seiu
https://www.cabrillo.edu/community-health-worker/certificate-of-achievement/
http://www.ccsf.edu/chw
https://www.cdrewu.edu/community/community-health-workers/
https://www.chaffey.edu/acc/hwa/hwa-academics/community-health-worker.php
https://www.cerritos.edu/health/CHW.htm
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Program Name (Organization Name) Location Program Duration Delivery Mode Languages Offered 

Community Health Worker Certificate of Achievement 
(Diablo Valley College) 

San Ramon • 1–2 semesters with 12 total units 

• Includes 9 units of required courses and 3 
units of electives courses or a 162-hour 
internship 

Hybrid English 

Community Health Worker Certificate Program 
(Foothill College) 

Los Altos Hills • 3–9 months 

• 2 semesters of online or in-person courses 
followed by an in-person, 108-hour internship 

Hybrid English 

Community Health Worker Certificate of Achievement 
(Long Beach City College Public Health Program) 

Long Beach • 2 semesters with 16 units (6 courses) Hybrid English 

Community Health Worker Foundations Training 
(Loma Linda University Health San Manuel Gateway 
College) 

San Bernardino • Traditional Track: 6 months, includes 100-hour 
practicum 

• Intensive Track: 10 weeks, includes 100-hour 
practicum 

Hybrid, in-person, 
remote 

English, Spanish 

Community Health Worker Certificate of Completion 
(Los Angeles City College) 

Los Angeles • 1 semester with 3 courses totaling 72–108 
hours of instruction 

Hybrid, in-person English, some 
sessions can be 
offered in Spanish 
and others based on 
demand 

Community Health Worker Certificate (Los Angeles 
Valley College) 

Valley Glen • 10 weeks with 3 courses comprised of 72 
course hours and 144 out-of-class hours 

Remote English 

Community Health Worker Noncredit Certificate of 
Completion (San Jose City College) 

San Jose • 1–2 semesters with 6 noncredit courses Remote English 

Community Health Worker Certificate (Santa Rosa 
Junior College) 

Santa Rosa • 1 semester 

• Completion of 210 lecture and lab hours, 
minimum 24 hours of field training 

Hybrid English 

Community Health Worker Micro-Credential (Touro 
University California) 

Vallejo • Completion of two 40-hour courses Hybrid, remote English, Spanish 

Community Health Worker Education Program (UCLA 
Center for Prehospital Care) 

Westwood • 7 weeks, includes lectures, skills lab, and 
assessment 

Hybrid English 

https://www.dvc.edu/academics/explore-our-programs/public-health
https://foothill.edu/public-health/index.html
https://www.lbcc.edu/publichealth
https://sanmanuelgatewaycollege.llu.edu/programs/community-health-workers-promotores-academy
https://lacitycollege.edu/academics/noncredit-dept
https://www.lavc.edu/student-services/workforce-development/biotech-academy
https://catalog.sjcc.edu/degrees-certificates/medical-assisting/community-health-worker-certificate-completion-noncredit/#descriptiontext
https://catalog.sjcc.edu/degrees-certificates/medical-assisting/community-health-worker-certificate-completion-noncredit/#descriptiontext
https://pstc.santarosa.edu/community-health-worker
https://tu.edu/programs/micro-credentials---badges/micro-credentials/community-health-worker-micro-credential/
https://www.cpc.mednet.ucla.edu/course/community-health-worker
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Program Name (Organization Name) Location Program Duration Delivery Mode Languages Offered 

Community Health Workers for Advancing Public 
Health within Immigrant/Refugee and Native 
American Communities Program (UC San Diego 
Herbert Wertheim School of Public Health and Human 
Longevity Science) 

San Diego • 80 hours 

• 45 hours classroom training, 15 hours 
homework, 20 hours field experience/ 
applied project 

Hybrid, remote English 

Community Health Worker Certificate: Health Systems 
Focus (University of Southern California Mann School 
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences) 

Los Angeles • 4 months with 27.5 hours of coursework, 
40 hours of practicum 

Hybrid English, Spanish 

Health Navigator Certificate of Achievement 
(Bakersfield College) 

Bakersfield • 2 semesters with 24 total units 

• Includes 21 units of core courses and 3 units 
of experiential learning 

Hybrid, in-person, 
remote 

English 

Health Tech Academy Community Health Worker 
Certification (Valley High School) 

Sacramento • 6 semesters 

• Combination of lecture hours and 50 fieldwork 
hours 

In-person English 

Sources: “Community Health Worker I Job Skills Certificate,” Bakersfield College; “Community Health Worker II Certificate of Achievement,” Bakersfield College; “Education and 
Social Service Professions: Social Work and Human Services,” Berkeley City College; “Community Health Worker,” Calbright College; “Community Health Worker Certificate of 
Achievement,” Cabrillo College; “About Community Health Worker,” City College of San Francisco; “Community Health Worker Academy (CHWA),” Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science; “Community Health Worker,” Chaffey College; “Community Health Worker Certificate of Achievement,” Cerritos College; “Public Health,” Diablo Valley 
College; “Public and Community Health,” Foothill College; “Public Health,” Long Beach City College; “Community Health Workers / Promotores Academy,” Loma Linda 
University; “Noncredit Adult Education,” Los Angeles City College; “Community Health Worker (CHW) Training In Person,” Los Angeles Valley College; “Community Health 
Worker - Certificate of Completion - Noncredit,” San Jose City College; “Public Safety Training Center,” Santa Rosa Junior College; “Community Health Worker Micro-Credential,” 
Touro University California; “Community Health Worker Education Program,” UCLA Center for Prehospital Care; “The Community Health Workers for Advancing Public Health 
within Immigrant/Refugee and Native American Communities Program,” UC San Diego Herbert Wertheim School of Public Health and Human Longevity Science; “Continuing 
Education — Community Health Worker Certificate: Health System Focus,” University of Southern California Alfred E. Mann School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences; 
“Health Navigator Certificate of Achievement,” Bakersfield College; and “Community Health Worker,” Valley High School, Elk Grove Unified School District. 

  

https://hwsph.ucsd.edu/research/programs-groups/community-health-workers-training.html
https://hwsph.ucsd.edu/research/programs-groups/community-health-workers-training.html
https://hwsph.ucsd.edu/research/programs-groups/community-health-workers-training.html
https://mann.usc.edu/program/continuing-education/community-health-worker-certificate-health-system-focus/#:~:text=The%20Community%20Health%20Worker%20Certificate%20Program%20at,healthcare%20outcomes**%20*%20**Advocate%20for%20community%20well%2Dbeing**
https://mann.usc.edu/program/continuing-education/community-health-worker-certificate-health-system-focus/#:~:text=The%20Community%20Health%20Worker%20Certificate%20Program%20at,healthcare%20outcomes**%20*%20**Advocate%20for%20community%20well%2Dbeing**
https://bakersfield.elumenapp.com/catalog/2025-2026-Catalog/program/health-navigator-certificate-of-achievement-fall-2021
https://vhs.egusd.net/Programs/Educational-Pathways/Health-Tech-Academy/Community-Health-Worker/index.html
https://vhs.egusd.net/Programs/Educational-Pathways/Health-Tech-Academy/Community-Health-Worker/index.html
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Training Programs Available Nationally 

Program Name (Organization Name) Location Program Duration Delivery Mode Languages Offered 

Community Health Worker: Behavioral Health 
Program (Futuro Health) 

Online • 80 hours over 10 weeks Remote English 

Community Health Worker Core Skills Competency 
Training (Institute for Public Health Innovation and 
Zee Turner Center for Community Health Worker 
Workforce Development) 

National • 120 hours over 8–10 weeks 

• Minimum 40 hours of field practicum 

Hybrid, remote English, Spanish 

Community Health Worker Certificate Program 
(National Healthcare and Housing Advisors) 

National • 80 hours 

• May waive select components based on 
completion of prior relevant coursework 

Hybrid, remote English 

Core Competency Training (CHWTraining) National • 80–100 hours of self-paced learning 

• No apprenticeship or field component 

Remote English, Spanish 

Sources: “Community Health Worker (CHW),” Futuro Health; “CHW Core Skills Competency Training,” Institute for Public Health Innovation; National Healthcare and Housing 
Advisors (home page); and “Community Health Worker Core Competencies – Organizational Training,” Talance. 

Learn More 

This resource was developed by the Center for Health Care Strategies as part of Building and Sustaining Community Health Worker Programs in California — 
A Resource Center, which was funded and published by the California Health Care Foundation. For more information visit www.chcf.org/chw-resources-california/. 

 

https://futurohealth.org/programs-and-courses/community-health-worker/
https://futurohealth.org/programs-and-courses/community-health-worker/
https://www.institutephi.org/focus-areas/community-health-workers/chw-core-skills-competency-training/
https://www.institutephi.org/focus-areas/community-health-workers/chw-core-skills-competency-training/
https://www.nhhadvisors.com/
https://chwtraining.org/chw-core-competencies-training/
https://www.chcf.org/chw-resources-california/

