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Len Finocchio, DrPH, is a regional lead affiliated with Yegian Health Insights. He is an independent researcher and consultant with over 25 years of health policy research and implementation experience in government, academia, advocacy, and philanthropy. Finocchio was part of the Brown administration’s team as associate director at the California Department of Health Care Services, leading the implementation of the Affordable Care Act. 

While a senior program officer at the California Health Care Foundation, Finocchio led program strategy, grantmaking, and research in the areas of health services for the uninsured, Medi-Cal, and safety net capacity. He has also held senior health policy positions at Manatt Health, Blue Sky Consulting Group, Mathematica Policy Research, Institute for Health Policy Solutions, Children Now, and UCSF Center for the Health Professions. He has published articles in Health Affairs, Academic Medicine, the Journal of General Internal Medicine, and the American Journal of Public Health.

Sandra R. Hernández, MD, is president and CEO of the California Health Care Foundation. Prior to joining CHCF, Hernández was CEO of The San Francisco Foundation. She previously served as director of public health for the City and County of San Francisco.

In February 2023, Hernández was appointed by Governor Gavin Newsom to serve on the state’s Health Care Affordability Board. From 2018 to 2023, she served on the Covered California board of directors, after having been appointed by Governor Jerry Brown. In 2019, she was appointed by Governor Newsom to the Healthy California for All Commission. During her time at the San Francisco Foundation, she co-chaired San Francisco’s Universal Healthcare Council, which designed Healthy San Francisco. It was the first time a local government in the US attempted to provide health care for all of its constituents.

Hernández practiced at San Francisco General Hospital in the HIV/AIDS Clinic from 1984 to 2016 and was an assistant clinical professor at the UCSF School of Medicine. In 2024, UCSF awarded Hernández its highest honor, the UCSF Medal. 

She is a graduate of Yale University, the Tufts School of Medicine, and the certificate program for senior executives in state and local government at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.

Marc Mertz, MHA, FACHE, serves as the CEO of Kaweah Health, bringing nearly 30 years of leadership experience across hospitals, health systems, medical groups, and national consulting firms. Since joining Kaweah Health in 2018, he has played a pivotal role in shaping the organization’s strategic direction – leading major initiatives in system rebranding, facility expansion, outpatient growth, physician recruitment, government affairs, and community engagement. Previously a national practice leader with GE Healthcare, Mertz has guided health systems across the country and internationally in strategy, performance improvement, and hospital-physician alignment. Mertz is active in the community through service on multiple local boards and is deeply committed to advancing high-quality, patient-centered care for the Central Valley.

Simon Paul, MD, is an internal medicine physician with a specialization in HIV care. He moved into public health full-time with Madera County CA in 2020. Paul completed an internal medicine residency at UT Southwestern, and then an NIH Physician Scientist Fellowship at The Rockefeller University in New York City. While in New York, he became faculty at the Weill Medical College of Cornell University, working as an HIV specialist at the Center for Special Studies of New York Hospital. 

In 2003, Paul came to work at the UCSF Fresno Internal Medicine residency program to continue his work in HIV primary care and to help develop research programs within the department. In 2008, he received the Faculty Research Award, and in 2012, he became a professor of clinical medicine at UCSF Fresno. He has published 20 journal articles on a range of topics, most recently in 2025 on the risks of COVID reinfection vs. vaccine breakthrough infections. He continues to practice HIV primary care at the Madera County Department of Public Health, where he has been the public health officer since 2020..

Justin Preas is president and CEO of United Health Centers (UHC). He has been with UHC for over 20 years, having joined the organization in 2005. Throughout his tenure, he has held several key leadership roles, gaining extensive experience across the organization before being appointed UHC’s seventh president and CEO in 2023.

Now in his fourth year as CEO, Preas continues to lead UHC’s mission to expand accessible, affordable, and high-quality healthcare for underserved communities throughout California’s Central Valley. Under his leadership, UHC has grown to become the third-largest Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) in California and the ninth-largest in the nation.

Kristof Stremikis, MPP, MPH, is director of the California Health Care Foundation’s Market Analysis and Insight team, which promotes greater transparency and accountability in California’s health care system. He oversees the foundation’s work to provide research and analysis to policymakers and other health leaders across the state to give a market-wide view of the complex health care ecosystem and to support informed decisions about California’s health care landscape. 

Stremikis previously served as associate director for policy at the Pacific Business Group on Health, where he also oversaw the Purchaser Value Network. Earlier, he spent six years at the Commonwealth Fund as senior researcher to the president. He received a bachelor’s degree in economics, political science, and history from the University of Wisconsin, Madison; a master’s degree in public policy from UC Berkeley; and a master’s degree in health policy and management from Columbia University.

Eva Terrazas is chief public policy and advocacy officer at Pacific Clinics. In this capacity, Terrazas is responsible for leading and driving Pacific Clinics’ public policy and advocacy agenda at the local, state, and national levels. Terrazas has held various roles related to policy development, public affairs, and community empowerment in multiple industries, including government and higher education. 

Before joining the agency, she worked as a director at the University of Southern California to establish the Center for the Study of Journalism and Democracy at the Annenberg School of Communications. Terrazas also serves as co-founder of Movimiento de Arte y Cultural Americana, an inclusive contemporary art space that incubates emerging Latinx and BIPOC artists. She earned a bachelor’s degree in political science focusing on political philosophy from San Jose State University.

2
2
image1.jpeg
@ California Health Care Foundation




