
National Comparison	 CA	 US

Uninsured (number, in millions) .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   2.9	 27.5

Adults (ages 18 to 64).  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2.4	 23.5

Children (up to age 18) .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   0.5	 3.9

Sources of Coverage*	 CA	 US

Uninsured.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     8.7%	 10.2%

Employer-based.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   56.8%	 60.9%

Public Programs†.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   30.9%	 26.8%

Individual .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   15.2%	 14.0%

Household Work Status	 CA	 US

Workers Without Insurance ‡.  .   .   .   .   .   9.3%	 11.2%

Uninsured Children Whose Head of Household: 

Worked Full-time, Full Year .  .   .   .   .   .   . 61.6%	 71.2%

Did Not Work.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   19.8%	 14.5%

*May receive coverage from more than one source (sum >100%). 
†Medi-Cal, Medicare, and Tricare/CHAMPVA. 
‡Worked at any time during 2016.

State Rankings of Uninsured (most to least), 2016

	 1	 Texas.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 17.2%

	 2	 Alaska.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 15.6% 

	 3	 Florida.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 14.6%

	 4	 Arizona .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 14.1%

	 5	 Mississippi .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 13.9%

	 6	 Georgia.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 13.8%

	28	 California.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   8.7%
	51	 Pennsylvania.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .      5.7%

Reference Points, 2016

Nonelderly Population (in millions).  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     33.7

Unemployment Rate**.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   5.5%

**Reflects annual averages, not seasonally adjusted, State of California 
Employment Development Department.
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WHO ARE THE UNINSURED?

EMPLOYER SIZE AND TYPE §

§Data based upon 1.7 million uninsured workers.  
Other pie charts below reflect both workers and nonworkers (2.9 million). 

Notes: See full report for additional data notes. All figures reflect nonelderly, 2016 data unless otherwise noted. Uninsured are those without health insurance for the entire year. Uninsured rates are tracked by various sources including 
CPS, ACS, and CHIS. Due to differences in survey methodology, sources may publish different rates. The survey data used in this publication rely on self-reported insurance status. When asked by survey researchers about health coverage, 
some undocumented immigrants who have restricted-scope Medi-Cal may respond that they have Medi-Cal coverage. Restricted-scope Medi-Cal, which covers only emergency and pregnancy-related services, is not comprehensive 
coverage. If these undocumented adults reporting Medi-Cal were instead considered uninsured, the number of Californians without insurance would be higher. Pie chart segments may not total to 100% due to rounding. 

Source: Employee Benefit Research Institute estimates of the Current Population Survey, March 2017 supplement.  
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■  More Likely 
■  Least Likely  

*Numbers reflect the working population, ages 18 to 64. Other categories reflect both workers and nonworkers. 

Notes: All figures reflect nonelderly, 2016 data unless otherwise noted. Uninsured are those without health insurance for the entire year. Uninsured rates are tracked by various sources including CPS, ACS, and CHIS. Due 
to differences in survey methodology, sources may publish different rates. The survey data used in this publication rely on self-reported insurance status. When asked by survey researchers about health coverage, some 
undocumented immigrants who have restricted-scope Medi-Cal may respond that they have Medi-Cal coverage. Restricted-scope Medi-Cal, which covers only emergency and pregnancy-related services, is not comprehensive 
coverage. If these undocumented adults reporting Medi-Cal were instead considered uninsured, the number of Californians without insurance would be higher.

Source: Employee Benefit Research Institute estimates of the Current Population Survey, March 2017 supplement.  
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